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ARKANSAS HEALTHCARE SERIES, PART ONE 
'Private option' on verge of breakdown 
by Bradley Cain the Arkansas Constitution. 
beat reporter However, extending the 
plan past this year requires 
house is a monumental task 
That is more significant 
and consequently more 
is that it will help defer 
the cost of the Medicaid 
expansion for Arkansas. 
Under Medicaid expansion, 
the federal government 
funds Medicaid 100 per-
cent until 2017, when it 
will gradually decrease its 
tax on all health insurance 
policies, which will allow 
it to bear the increased 
cost without a further tax 
increase, according to Beebe. 
SEE HEALTH, PAGE 2A 
Jared Dryden a new vote, and with such 
copy editor 
a high requirement, every 
legislator who changes his 
The Arkansas Legislature or her stance on the issue 
is fucing conflict and contro- represents a serious threat 
versy regarding funding of to the plan's funding, ac-
Arkansas'Medicaid private cording to Arkansas Gov. 
option plan. According to Mike Beebe, a Democrat. 
the New York Times, the "It's been pointed out we 
plan allows federal funds have a Republican legisla-
granted to the state through ture, but that is the least of 
the Affordable Care Act's our concerns," Beebe said 
Medicaid expansion to be in a question-and-answer 
used to buy private health session with Kaiser Health 
care insurance for Arkansas News. "It is the 75 percent 
of a threat going forward 
than partisan Republican-
Democrat philosophy issues 
because it was passed with a 
majority of Democrats and 
majority of Republicans." 
Since the expansion 
passed last year, over 83,000 
Arkansans have signed up 
for the private option, 53 
percent of whom are under 
40 years old, according to 
the Arkansas Department 
of Human Services. If the 
plan is not extended, it 
funding to 
1-.. '" ........... 90 percent 
by 2020, ac-
cording to the 
New York Times. 
Starting in 2017, states 
will have to cover the re-
mainder of the expenses. 
Arkansas has a 
graphic by Tyler Carmica\ 
r 1ilrl Lruptly 
reverse 1ts courc;e on hcalthcd.re 
and the pnvate option, which ould leave 
residents living under or (approval) requirement 
close to the poverty level. under our constitution for 
The expansion passed appropriating any money, 
last year 77-23 in the which creates a huge ob-
could leave many of these 
residents without 
access to health 
insurance as soon 
83,0 people w1thout tnsurance. 
House and 28-7 in the stacle. Getting 75 percent as July 1, according Ending the current private option program wo reatP an $85 million budget hole Senate, reaching the 75 approval under any situation to the New York Times. Governor Beebe said one percent requirement for is difficult, and to get 75 
allocation of funds under percent of votes in either strength of the private option and devastate hospitals that were counting on the new federal funds 
Shot for two 
GRANT SCHOL I THE BISON 
TNT senior Bo Bryant and Pikes junior Austin Kiel go head-to-head Tuesday night at the semi-final game for large club men's 
intramural basketball. TNT won the game and advanced to the Thursday night final. 
'Give Arkansas a Raise Now' 
Coalition's ballot initiative seeks to raise state minimum wage to $8.50 
by Lyndsey Ruble Nuckols 
editor-in-chief 
Give Arkansas a Raise Now, a coalition 
dedicated to increasing the minimum wage 
in Arkansas, is collecting signatures for 
an initiative that would put the issue on 
Arkansas ballots this November. 
If passed, the proposal would incre-
mentally increase the minimum wage. On 
Jan. 1, 2015, the minimum wage would 
increase to $7.50; onJan.1,2016,itwould 
increase to $8; on Jan. 1, 2017, the final 
increase would be to $8.50. 
Stephen Copley, chair of Give Arkansas 
a Raise Now, said the change is made incre-
mentally so small businesses can plan and 
budget ahead. He said the figures chosen 
are the most feasible options for Arkansas 
based on the cost of living. 
"People who work on minimum wage 
jobs really are working hard and playing 
by the rules, but they are living in poverty," 
Copley, who is also a United Methodist 
pastor, said. "For me, as a person of faith, 
the God that I see in Scripture has a 
great concern for those who are poor and 
a concern that they don't remain there." 
Senior Mary Kate Collins, chair of the 
College Republicans, said an increase in 
the minimum wage would do more harm 
than good. 
"It will take away many entry-level 
jobs, as employers will no longer be able 
to staff as many people," Collins said. 
"Minimum-wage jobs are entry-level 
positions filled by employees who have 
limited work experience and few job skills. 
These workers need to show their reliability 
and gain some basic workplace skills before 
they are qualified for higher-paying jobs." 
Copley and Collins both recognize 
the topic of minimum wage legislation 
is especially relevant due to President 
Obama's comments in the Jan. 28 State 
of the Union address. 
Arkansas Democrat Sen. Mark Pryor 
told Bloomberg he opposes Obama's 
measure to raise the minimum wage for 
federal workers to $10.10, because it is 
"too much, too fast." However, Pryor said 
he would endorse the ballot initiative in 
Arkansas. 
According to a report from Arkansas 
Advocates for Children and Families, 
15 percent of the Arkansas workforce 
would benefit from increasing the wage. 
The report also stated that 85 percent of 
minimum wage workers are age 20 and 
older, a majority are full-time workers 
and 85 percent work more than 20 hours 
per week. 
The ballot initiative from Give Arkansas 
a Raise Now requires more than 62,000 
signatures by June 30 in order to appear 
on the ballot this November, according to 
an article about Arkansas minimum wage 
from The Buffington Post. 
Copley and Give Arkansas a Raise Now 
also helped pass a previous minimum wage 
increase in 2005-2006 under former Gov. 
Mike Huckabee in a special legislative 
session. The current minimum wage in 
Arkansas is $6.25; the federal minimum 
wage is $7.25. 
Crime update 
Retired police lieutenant 
analyzes recent felonies 
by Alexis Hosticka 
news editor 
Since the start of 2014, there have 
been several felonies in Searcy and the 
surrounding area. 
GfrFelr. 3, an armed robbery occurred 
at First Community Bank, on Jan. 24 a 
shooting and robbery took place in the 
J.C. Penney parking lot and on Jan. 13 a 
grandmother was killed and her grandson 
later arrested for the murder. Arrests have 
also been made regarding both the bank 
robbery and the J.C. Penney shooting. 
Retired Searcy police lieutenant Roger 
Pearson believes recent criminal activity 
can be attributed mainly to the economy. 
"There's nothing really different about 
the dynamic in Searcy (in the last few 
years) except for the economy," Pearson 
said. "When you have a bad economy you 
have an increase in crime rate." 
Pearson worked for the Searcy police for 
23 years and retired in May 2011. He now 
attends Harding's Center for Advanced 
Ministry Training program and volunteers 
as a chaplain for the police department. 
According to www.neighborhoodscout. 
com, Searcy has a crime index of 15 out of 
100, with 100 being the safest. This means 
that Searcy is only safer than 15 percent of 
cities in the U.S. As points of comparison, 
the crime index is 8 for Chicago, 22 for 
New York and 1 for Little Rock. 
Pearson noted that the Searcy police 
department has limited capabilities, due 
in part to financial limits. However, he 
does not see this as a reason to be worried. 
Pearson also credited the overwhelm-
ingly Christian population in Searcy for 
the safety of the town. 
"I can't say this statistically, but I can 
relay to you my relationship with officers 
in other parts of the state: Harding is 
probably the safest university in the state," 
Pearson said. "Harding is very, very good 
about taking care of their community of 
their students." 
Searcy Police Department was unavail-
able for comment. 
BISON PRESIDENTIAL WHATNOT 
BASEBALL BARBER TO BUY 
The Bisons start Meet the man who has Counting down the 
season strong with cut President McLarty's worst Valentine's gifts 
hair for 22 years. you could ever give. doubleheader win. 
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Glo Run to 'light up One drop at a time 
r-:-:o=-___,-,----..,,~.,.,.=;~:-c=~~ . . ~~=---=~~~~---.~~~_..,,..~~~~.,,.,.,.,,,.,,,..~-= 
streets,' raise money 
by Elizabeth Harper 
student writer 
Searcy is hosting its 
second annual "Light Up 
The Streets" SK Glo Run 
on March 22 at 7 p.m. 
downtown on the court-
house square. 
All event proceeds will 
go to benefit the abused 
children served at the 
W hite County Children's 
Safety Center. 
families to participate in 
the evening's activities. 
The event offers a lK 
route for less serious runners 
and families with small 
children. 
There will be bounce 
houses, Mr. Pockets the 
balloon artist, a DJ and food 
vendors. Hot chocolate and 
snacks will also be provided 
at the finish line. 
Junior Joelle Whitlock 
said she plans to register as a 
supporter for the Glo Run. Robin Connell, executive 
director of the center, or-
ganized the event with the 
help of three staff members 
and eight local volunteers. 
"I'm not at all a runner, 
but I know this is a really 
great cause, so I'll definitely 
be there supporting this 
event," Whitlock said. "I 
supported it last year, and 
there were so many fun 
activities for the whole 
family. It's also something 
new to do on a Saturday 
night." 
GRANT SCHOL I THE BISON 
Freshman Savannah Sipe gives blood on Feb. 12 at the Red Cross blood drive held on 
campus. The Red Cross gave students free T-shirts for donating. 
SEARCY - Voters passed 
a 1 percent sales tax increase 
for Searcy on Tuesday. 
According to www.kait8. 
corn, the tax will go into 
effect on July 1. Unoffi-
cial results reported that 
approximately 64 percent 
of voters supported the 
increase. Part of the money 
will go to improve streets 
and drainage and to the 
police and fire departments. 
Connell said the biggest 
challenge of putting together 
the event has been learning 
all the little things about 
organizing a race. She said 
it is not difficult, but there 
is a lot to do. 
HEALTH, continued from page la 
Registration will take 
place until the event begins. 
Until March 10, the price 
is $15 for children 12 and 
under, $25 for 13 and over, 
$20 for Harding students, 
$20 each for teams of four 
or more and $20 for sup-
porters who do not plan 
on running. After March 
10, prices go up $5. 
Junior Julia Ward, said 
she is looking forward to 
participating in the Glo 
Run this year. 
Everyone is encouraged 
to get decked out in glowing 
attire. There will be a booth 
for people to purchase gear, 
and each runner will be 
given two bracelets and 
two necklaces before the 
race begins. 
Prizes will be given to 
the best-dressed and top 
runners after the race. 
Connell said 639 people 
registered last year. 
Senior Michael Wallace, a public 
administration major and Arkansas 
resident, said funding the private 
option is the best option for Arkansas 
at this point. 
"W hether we like it or not , the 
Affordable Care Act is here to stay," 
Wallace said . "By going with the 
private option, Arkansas purchases 
private insurance for those who qualify, 
deferring them from Medicaid, a 
flawed entitlement program." 
Tyler Tucker, a sophomore business 
management and finance student, 
said the private option is not enough 
to counteract Medicaid's flaws. 
"Medicaid is a broken entitled 
program and desperately needs 
to be restructured," Tucker said. 
"Until that restructuring occurs, the 
program should not be expanded in 
any form. I like the private option 
over government-run programs 
because I believe that the private 
sector is more efficient and delivers 
higher quality service. Even though 
I favor the private option, I do not 
believe that it is right for Arkansas 
at this time because I believe that 
over time the federal money will 
stop, and Arkansas will be stuck 
with the bill." 
CALE N 
8 p.m. 
Anti-Valentine's MFrozen" 
Play Hardingopoly for a chance 
While most states have struggled 
with the decision to expand Medicaid 
or not, Arkansas has approached 
the issue with ingenuity, pioneering 
the private option as an alternative, 
according to Matt Salo, executive 
director of the National Association 
of Medicaid Directors. 
The District of Columbia and 25 
states currently have plans to expand 
Medicaid in 2014, according to The 
Advisory Board Company. Iowa, 
Pennsylvania, Utah and Ohio are 
considering approaches similar to 
Arkansas', according to the Asso-
ciated Press. 
"Generally, I don't usually 
get out and run, but this 
cause hits home for me 
because my family takes 
in foster children," Ward 
said. "There are so many 
children who need good 
homes, and this organization 
provides that for them. I 
think this is an event the 
whole family will be able 
to enjoy as well as (helping) 
others in need." 
"Logan Light (CAB 
director) and the Campus 
Activities Board students 
help with the race every 
year," Connell said. "CAB 
will provide volunteers to 
work at the event as well 
as make posters and adver-
tise on campus. CAB also 
donated glow-in-the-dark 
bracelets and necklaces that 
are given to every runner. 
Logan is also our emcee 
for the event. We owe a 
lot of thanks to Logan and 
his students." 
to win cash, and enjoy free © /,'(;\ 
desserts in the student center. 4 "Hunger Games: Catching Fire" ~"The Nuf Job" 
'2Q\ "Gravity" ® ® 
't:::1J "The Hobbit: The Oesolatlon 24 . h Lego Movle' 
Running will not be the 
only event happening on the 
square. The organization is 
encouraging runners and 
For more info visit the 
"Light Up The Streets 5K 
Glo Run'' Facebook page. 
of Smaug" 
Bible conf ere nee to focus on individuality 
by Julie Anne White 
student writer 
Next Friday and Saturday, Feb. 
21-22, Harding will host the annual 
Women in God's Service Conference. 
The WINGS Conference theme this 
year is "Bring Out the Good China'' 
because it is the 20th anniversary of 
the event. 
The keynote speakers for the 
weekend are Elaine D enman on 
Friday evening and Tiffany Yecke 
Brooks on Saturday morning. 
Adjunct professors Anessa West-
brook and Terri Rine oversaw the 
plans for the conference. They chose 
the theme, booked the guest speakers 
and selected the panel of speakers 
from Harding's campus. 
"We wanted it to be a celebration 
of these 20 years and also a celebra-
tion of our relationship with God," 
Rine said. 
W estbrook said the ladies came 
up with china as a theme because it 
is a common 20th anniversary gift 
and because they discovered there 
are many spiritual parallels. 
"Each person's china pattern is 
different - the way God interacts 
with each person, the way each per-
son develops spiritually is different,'' 
Westbrook said. "China is also very 
strong and has a lot of endurance. 
It has to go through a really tough 
process." 
Rine said the wide variety of china 
patterns represented the types of 
There are ways to take 
brokenness and losses in 
our lives and make those 
turn around and become 
different things. 
- Terri Rine, 
WINGS coordinator 
personalities found in the church. 
"God has created us with all kinds 
of talents and skills," Rine said. "I 
hope all the people who attend will 
recognize that God created each of 
us as an individual, just like someone 
who crafts fine china or a potter who 
molds clay. He does it one at a time, 
and each one is beautiful in its own 
right but also beautiful in a set. We 
come together and we compliment 
each other." 
Westbrook said community mem-
bers took the analogy a step further 
by repurposing broken china into 
beads for necklaces. The necklaces 
will be on sale at the conference, 
and the proceeds will go toward a 
women's shelter. 
"Broken china can still be used; 
there are ways to take brokenness and 
losses in our lives and make those 
turn around and become different 
things,"Westbrook said. 
About 250-300 visitors attend 
the WINGS conference from all 
over Arkansas and from out of state 
every year. 
The ladies are also accepting entries 
for an ugly plate contest. Pictures 
must be posted to the WINGS 
• 
Facebook page, and the winner will 
be announced at the closing session. 
Registration costs $35 or $25 with 
a student ID. Rine said that this covers 
the cost of the event, including the 
food and a small gift for the speakers. 
The Marriage and Family Therapy 
Program and Counseling Center also 
assist with some of the cost. 
"We try to keep the cost as low 
as possible," Rine said. 
Harding students have the option 
of taking WINGS as a one-hour 
class credit.1his waives the normal 
registration fee. 
Westbrook said her hopes for 
the conference were simply that 
the women who attend will benefit 
spiritually from what they heard over 
the weekend. 
"The ultimate goal is for women 
to feel like they've had a chance to 
reflect and maybe grow a little bit, to 
be able to go back home and be able 
to do more and work on their spiritual 
life," W estbrook said. "It's like one 
of those mountaintop experiences." 
Rine also said she hopes the 
women who attend will be blessed 
by the conference. 
"I pray that people come with 
open hearts and open minds, to be 
ready to have fun and fellowship 
with sisters of all ages and stages of 
life," Rine said. "I pray that this is 
the direction God wants us to take 
this conference and that we have his 
blessing. We want it to be in praise 
and honor and glory to God." 
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At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the 
Harding University student body with integri 
Friday. February 14. 20141 3A 
Cultivate Lasting cole mokry 
"I was 
raised by a 
television" Relationships 
craig cottongim and thankfully, he could ring is clearly rooted deep 
see what was down the withinhischaracter,andDr. 
guest 
writer 
road. Our family moved 
to Searcy because of Steve's 
influence. 
After I enrolled at 
Harding, another powerful, 
....---------- long-lasting mentoring re-Life feels like an epic odyssey, especially 
in college. My en-
tire Harding experience 
flourished because of my 
mentors who taught me how 
to navigate life's journey. 
Mentors are essential as 
you plot out your life story. 
Steve Shaner, assistant 
professor of advertising, 
changed my entire life's 
course. In the mid '90s, 
when he served as a deacon 
for the Naperville church 
of Christ, he introduced 
me to another Chicagoland 
congregation where we 
shared the pulpit for a year. 
After Steve learned that I 
wanted to preach there full 
time, he counseled me to 
enter Harding's School of 
Biblical Studies. As I argued 
with Steve over the "fact" 
that I was 28 years old and 
I was ready to preach, he 
said, "Craig, if you really 
want to succeed in ministry, 
you need an education. 
You might last four or five 
years, but then what?" He 
saw my potential, patiently 
invested his time in me, 
lationship blossomed with 
Scot Crenshaw, associate 
professor ofBible. He made 
such an incredible impact 
on our advanced preach-
ing class that we invited 
him to deliver our HSBS 
commencement address. 
Thankfully, Dr. Crenshaw 
invited me to have coffee 
with him on a regular basis. 
Meeting in his office and 
at Midnight Oil, he was 
much more than a sounding 
board or cheerleader. He 
leaned in as he listened 
to my concerns about my 
future, and having already 
earned my trust, he was able 
to share his wisdom freely. 
Even though I was just a 
student, he listened to my 
dreams and encouraged me 
to pursue writing. 
Since my graduation, 
I have visited with Dr. 
Crenshaw dozens of times, 
sometimes until 4 a.m. I've 
vented about struggles and 
rejoiced in the good times. 
His continued interest in 
my family's success is one 
of my greatest blessings. 
His passion for mento-
Crenshaw has far exceeded 
his classroom obligations 
with this student. Because 
of Dr. Crenshaw's continued 
influence, my ministry has 
been enriched well beyond 
the classroom walls. Nearly 
two decades later, I still 
call him. 
Finding a mentor is 
less about seeking them 
out; it's more about being 
perceptive enough to rec-
ognize their offer. I think 
back and realize the best 
mentors I've had are the· 
ones who initiated our rela-
tionship; they volunteered 
to step in. They are not 
offering to be a surrogate 
parent or your therapist, 
but they are willing to be 
a partner. A decade from 
now, it's doubtful you'll 
remember every assign-
ment in your syllabus or 
even this semester's GPA 
(as important as they are), 
but it will be impossible to 
forget those people whose 
fruit grows best on other 
people's trees. 
CRAIG COTTONGIM 
is a guest writer for 
the Bison and a 1998 
alumnus of Harding. 
He may be contacted 
at craigcottongim@ 
gmail.com 
Pop 
Encyclopedia 
Brittanica 
I am unashamedly fascinated by pop re-interpretations of history. 
I can't even think about civil rights 
without Janet Jackson's "Rhythm Nation 
1814" playing in my head. The only men-
tal image I have of Mao Zedong is Andy 
Warhol's lithograph of him. When I listen 
to Beethoven's "Moonlight Sonata," I sing 
"Because" by The Beatles. 
What I love about being alive in 2014 
is that we are one more level removed 
from the original event. Pop artists don't 
reference civil rights or Mao Zedong or 
Beethoven anymore; they reference Janet 
Jackson, Andy Warhol and The Beatles . 
Lana Del Rey sings about Walt Whitman, 
who wrote about the Civil War. Author 
Chuck Palahniuk modeled his writing 
style after William Burroughs, who wrote 
about social issues of the 1950s. Lady Gaga 
shocks like Madonna, who copied Marilyn 
Monroe. Yves Saint Laurent made a dress 
inspired by Piet Mondrian, whose paintings 
were directly influenced by Pablo Picasso. 
I am reminded of the movie "Prometheus." 
The premise of the movie is that aliens 
planted mankind. The main character 
wonders why and goes on an expedition to 
get an answer. The movie ends with (sorry, 
spoiler alert) the main character discovering 
that the aliens who planted humans were 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~an~dthemselvesbyMheraliens.She 
then sets out to find them. 
Interested in writing an opinion? 
Contact Cole Mokry at jmokry@harding.edu 
In a very disjointed sense, tnat is how I 
feel about pop culture today. It's not enough 
to study the alien Lady Gaga. I want to 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• learn about her aliens: David Bowie, Sandro 
Red, White & You 
jared dryden nation we live in by listing a 
1--~~~--=~~~~~-
D uring the Super Bowl, Coca-Cola 
ran a commercial 
that subsequently instigated 
some discussion and con-
troversy. The commercial 
portrayed Americans of 
varying races and cultural 
groups enjoying Coca-Cola. 
1hroughout the commercial 
"America the Beautiful" 
played, with each stanza of 
the patriotic anthem sung 
in one of eight languages: 
English, Spanish, Hindi, 
Keres, Tagalog, Senegalese, 
French and Hebrew. 
Coca-Cola was seem-
ingly appealing to the 
growing levels and flavors 
of diversity in the United 
States, while also appealing 
to the American roots of 
m yr i ad of diverse strengths 
and blessings - was sung 
in multiple languages speaks 
to either a certain level of 
ignorance of or a lack of 
appreciation for our nation's 
history. Establishing one 
language as a standard 
for a nation's legal and 
federal purposes makes 
sense. Looking down on 
Americans who do not 
speak English as their first 
language does not make 
sense. Being offended by 
seeing love for our country 
expressed in other languages 
does not make sense. 
"The Newsroom." If you 
haven't seen it, head over 
to YouTube and watch 
news anchor Will McAvoy, 
played by Jeff Daniels, an-
swer the question, "What 
makes America the greatest 
countryin theworld?"While 
his response is abrasive, a 
little harsh and free with 
language, it is, at its core, 
more objective, rational 
and mature than many 
more common views of our 
international status. 
In his 1997 State of the 
Union address, President 
Bill Clinton expressed his 
love and appreciation for 
the incredible diversity 
present in the United States, 
at a time when our nation 
was not even as diverse as 
it is today. 
Botticelli and Jana Sterbak. 
Pop music has a negative connotation of 
being shallow or inane, lacking substance 
and being something you have to turn 
your brain off to listen to. That stereotype 
is very unfortunate. I would go so far to 
argue that pop is a learning style. There 
are audio learners, visual learners, kinetic 
learners and more; I hold the belief that 
people can also learn through pop music. 
My relationship with music and art has 
always been educational. The only reason 
I know the words to "The Star-Spangled 
Banner" is because of how often I watched 
Whitney Houston's rendition at the Super 
Bowl in 1991. That is probably embarrass-
ing, but in knowledge, the ends justify the 
means, and I can sing our national anthem 
just like anyone else. 
I once took a class called "Values in 
20th Century American Fiction." It was 
very philosophical and reading intensive. 
I got a B in the class, but I can tell you 
absolutely nothing about it. Not one book 
I read made a lasting impact on me, but I 
could probably write a thesis paper on the 
public's consumption of celebrity mishaps 
(see: Wardrobe malfunction of 2004 and 
the reaction it caused). Instances like that 
make me feel better when I'm frantically 
researching renaissance-era fine art because 
I heard someone reference Michelangelo 
on a top 40 countdown. 
ty, truth and open ears. However, we believe their brand and a sense 
that meeting that goal is a two-way street . . 
Unlike the many critics 
of the commercial who 
sprinted to social media to 
air their grievances against 
Coca-Cola,I w.is not shocked 
by the commercial, nor did 
it leave a bad taste in my 
mouth; I loved it.It not only 
reinforced my affection and 
constant thirst for Coke, 
but my love for the United 
States and its people. It 
reminded me of the many 
reasons I am proud to be 
an American, even during 
a period in my life when I 
am occasionally challenged 
and disappointed by some 
of our nation's actions. 
. "My fellow Americans, 
we must never, ever believe 
that our diversity is a 
weakness - it is our greatest 
strength.Americans speak 
every language, know every 
country. People on every 
continent can look to us 
and see the reflection of 
their own great potential 
- and they always will, as 
long as we strive to give all 
of our citizens, whatever 
their background, an op-
portunity to achieve their 
own greatness." 
Pop is not lazy or empty, it is concen-
trated and methodical. It references art, 
history and social justice while also giving 
you something you can choreograph (not 
dance) to. 
between our staff and the public it serves. of national pnde. The use 
We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open 
to what our community has to say and hope 
that, in return, that community will be an 
interactive audience, sharing its stories with 
us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report 
accurate and relevant information, check 
our facts, and share them in a professional, 
timely manner. 
If you have any story ideas, questions, 
comments or concerns for the Bison staff, 
please email Lyndsey Ruble Nuckols, the 
editor-in-chief, at lruble@harding.edu. 
"The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published 
weekly (except vacations, exams and 
summer sessions}, 18 issues per year, by 
Harding University. Periodicals postage paid 
at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Bison, Harding 
University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-
0001." 
of multiple languages, or 
any language that was not 
English, in the commercial 
seemed to be the main source 
of discontent, getting even 
more attention than the 
portrayal of a homosexual 
couple in the commercial. 
I was surprised and disap-
pointed when I saw fellow 
students among the many 
dissenters. Getting upset 
that a patriotic song-one 
that celebrates the beautiful 
While I do not uncondi-
tionally endorse the United 
States' international and 
domestic actions, I do have 
unconditional fuith and hope 
in the United States. Now 
and then I have to watch 
the opening sequence from 
the pilot of HBO's series 
E pluribus unum. 
JARED DRYDEN is the 
head copy editor for the 
Bison. 
He may be contacted 
atjdryden@ 
harding.edu. 
Twitter: @jareddryden 
BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the 
byline "guest writers.• Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest 
writers' stories as they deem necessary, while still identifying the work as the guest writers' own. 
I've learned that you do not need a 
stack of textbooks in front of you or an 
impressive degree hanging on your wall 
to be considered intelligent; all you need 
is a mind that is curious and open to all 
avenues of learning. 
COLE MOKRY is the opinions editor for the 
Bison. 
He may be contacted at jmokry@ 
hardlng.edu. 
Twitter: @jcolemokry 
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Utilize Your 
Rose-colored 
Glasses 
0 ne of the most difficult things about creativity for me has 
been learning to be optimistic. 
And not just the kind of optimistic that 
sees a glass as half full; no, the kind of 
optimistic that looks at a problem, stops 
complaining and finds a way to fix it. I 
think we could all use a little help on 
the mindset shift. 
Being a practical caricature of the mil-
lennial generation, I found myself being 
a cynic about almost everything. While 
it's OK to be proud of the occasional 
sarcastic and witty quip, living a life in 
which you are constantly assuming the 
worst of people, society and life will leave 
you (and those around you) in a constant 
state of sadness and disappointment. You 
are constantly scrutinizing and dwelling 
on the problems instead of focusing your 
energy on the solutions. 
However, a side effect of cynicism 
not often discussed is the effect it has 
on creativity and innovation. The crux of 
both creativity and innovation is iden-
tifying a problem and then imagining 
a new way to solve it. 
This is the most important thing I 
could ever hope for you to learn from 
this column: if you don't like something, 
if it annoys you or if it is ineffective, 
then realize you almost always have the 
power to change it (or at least change 
your perspective). 
One of the "secrets" of creativity 
is usually just sitting down, thinking 
through something and re-imagining 
the possibilities. 
Along with optimistic problem-solving, 
ditching the cynical attitude will also 
help you realize the importance of other 
people in your creative process.Just think 
about where creative ideas often grow. 
They may begin as a singular thought 
in the shower, but they fully come to 
life when you are sitting in a coffee 
shop with friends, wholeheartedly and 
boldly dreaming of plans and hopes for 
your ideas. To do so requires a certain 
amount of humility and optimism about 
possibilities and your own abilities. 
Lastly, and closely related to a topic 
I've dedicated an entire 500 words to 
in the past, accept that failure is part 
of the creative process. Being more 
optimistic means taking the failures in 
stride, telling yourself you'll learn from 
them and moving on to something 
bigger and better. It also means forcing 
yourself to zoom out and see the bigger 
picture. Will your minor (or even major) 
failure still be weighing you down five 
years from now? Chances are, you'll have 
completely moved past it in six months, 
so stop wasting your time and energy 
moping around about it. 
So what does this mean for us? May-
be it means realizing how often you 
complain about that class, or a certain 
person, a rule, an idea or an entire group 
of other human beings. Maybe it means 
stopping yourself and realizing you have 
the power to change your perspective on 
those issues and, in the process, make 
yourself happier and more productive. 
Maybe it means finally talking about, 
starting or seeking advice on a project 
you haven't trusted anyone else with yet. 
Whatever it means for you, try not 
to lose the sense of childhood wonder 
you have left because it's one of your 
best attributes. And if you don't like 
something, go out in the world and do 
something about it. 
LYNDSEY RUBLE NUCKOLS is the 
editor-in-chief for the Bison. 
She may be contacted at 
lruble@harding.edu. 
Twitter: @lyndseyrnuckols 
Storytime in Florence 
One of the things we were blessed 
_________ c_a_n_a_m_o_o_re __ to do was participate in a volunteer-
international 
programs 
guest 
I went to HUF in the fall of2013. I am a sophomore and have been 
looking forward to this trip 
since I was very young. Ever since I 
had decided on Harding, I wanted to 
go to Florence. Italy has always held 
a fascination for me. It is a world of 
excellent food, amazing art and beau-
tifully preserved history. I was very 
excited, and the trip was more perfect 
than I could have imagined. Living in 
an Italian villa, taking walks in the city 
of Florence and simply experiencing 
the Tuscan countryside was easily the 
highlight of my short life thus far. 
ing opportunity at the local library. 
We held a free program for children 
ages 5-10 that would help with their 
English skills and allow them to 
have fun at the same time. We split 
ourselves into two groups, so that we 
could hold two different programs 
and prevent overcrowding. There 
were seven of us, and our book was 
"HI Had A Dragon." We had about 
25-30 children show up, which was 
a great number. They spoke Italian 
and some English, the older children 
more than the younger, and we spoke 
English the whole time so they could 
improve their language skills. 
We read through the book slowly 
the first time, then talked about what 
happened in the story. We then assigned 
different words to pairs of children so 
they would stand up when their word 
was read. After we read through it 
more deliberately, stopping to allow 
the children to stand and say their 
word, we did what all good library 
programs should do: color. Each child 
received a piece of paper and drew 
their own dragon. When that was 
done, we divided the children into 
two groups and then had a dragon 
roaring contest (Olaf won). 
I loved this chance to experience 
the normal life of the Italians in my 
favorite city, and I really enjoyed 
being able to interact with children. 
Though this was a small part of what 
I did overseas, it reminded me that 
my new home was not too different 
after all. 
CANA MOORE is a guest writer for 
the Bison. 
She may be contacted at 
cmoore22@harding.edu. 
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Mistaken Identity 
A funny thing happened to me in Wal-Mart last week.I was 
standing behind a woman 
at the check-out when I realized I 
had forgotten to get a new bag of 
Werther's Original hard candy. Yes, 
I know that is the same brand that 
your great-grandmother likes. I would 
stop to explain how I got hooked 
on such a senior-citizen staple, but 
I am in the middle of a story. 
So I went to get the candy, and 
when I came back, the woman in 
front of me was gone. The cashier 
couldn't wait to tell me something 
as she started scanning my groceries: 
"You won't believe what that woman 
just said." And then she proceeded 
to share the entire conversation that 
had occurred while I was in the candy 
aisle. It went like this: 
Woman: Hey! Did you see that 
movie star that was behind me? 
Cashier: What movie star? 
Woman: Shoot! I can't remember 
his name. 
Cashier: Well, what movies is 
he in? 
Woman: Man! I can't think of any 
of'em. But I'm sure that was him. 
What do you think he's doing at 
Wal-Mart? 
Cashier: I have no idea. 
Woman (shaking her head and 
looking somber as she turns to 
michael 
claxton 
leave): Well, you know, sometimes 
they do fall on hard times. 
I told the cashier that it was a 
good thing the woman didn't see me 
buying Lean Cuisine dinners with a 
coupon, since that would have settled 
it for her. We had a good laugh about 
it, but just in case, the cashier asked 
if she could take a picture with me. 
Then I went home to spend the next 
seven days trying to figure out who 
that woman thought I was. 
This has happened before. A few 
years ago, one little girl at Wendy's 
was convinced I was Elmo's goofy 
sidekick Mr. Noodle. Sometime after 
that I was participating in chapel, and 
an anonymous tweeter remarked--so 
I was told later-that I looked like 
Howard Sprague, the middle-aged 
milquetoast from "The Andy Griffith 
Show." I am hoping this woman in 
Wal-Mart did not mistake me for 
another celebrity dork. 
On top of everything else, last week 
I was also diagnosed with a case of 
the shingles. Yes, I know that your 
great-grandmother had that once. 
And if you don't quit interrupting 
my stories, I am going to pack up 
my heating pad and move to Florida. 
Anyway, when my left arm started 
hurting, I at first thought I had 
strained a muscle from my crushing 
new exercise regimen oflO push-ups 
a day. Then when a rash developed, I 
assumed I must be allergic to exer-
cise altogether. So I was hoping the 
doctor would write a note excusing 
me from push-ups for life. 
No such luck. Instead, he gave 
me some medicine and said that I 
would not be contagious as long as I 
kept my shirt on in public. I tried to 
explain that this could put a crimp 
in my movie career, but he refused 
to budge. So I reluctantly agreed, 
and after signing a few autographs 
for the nurses, I went home. 
I never did figure out what celeb-
rity that woman thought she saw. 
But if something ever happens to 
Matt Damon, I'll be happy to step 
in so that the "Bourne Identity" film 
series will live on. As long as Jason 
Bourne stays out of Wal-Mart, the 
switch will probably go unnoticed. 
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest 
writer for the Bison. 
He may be contacted at 
mclaxto l@harding.edu. 
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Snowchi, 
I'll pass 
If you have not tuned 
in to the Olympics, then 
shame on you. One thing 
people have talked about 
over the past few weeks is 
whether or not Soehl was 
the proper place to host 
the 2014 Winter Olympics. 
Upon their arrival, jour-
nalists from all over the 
world took to social media 
to bash Sochi. Hotels were 
not prepared in time, water 
was contaminated and some 
Olympic Village buildings 
were not completed. Soehl 
was not off to a good start, 
even before the games began. 
Everyone was excited to 
see what was in store for the 
opening ceremonies.1hings 
went well until the unveiling 
of the Olympic rings. Five 
snowflakes were supposed 
to expand into the five rings. 
After expanding, we were 
left with four rings and a 
snowflake as the fifth. It 
was a disappointing mal-
function that led to many 
hilarious #SochiProblems 
tweets. 
Another argument 
people have had concerning 
the location is the weather. 
Soehl, a resort town, has had 
temperatures as high as 61 
degrees since the beginning 
of the games. Not exactly 
ideal for the winter Olympics. 
The outdoor event that 
has seen the most issues thus 
far, in my opinion, is men's 
halfpipe. Now, I may not 
be an expert, but I do know 
participants need smooth 
conditions in order to gain 
speed for bigger jumps. 
This might just be me, 
but I am pretty sure the 
main reason Shaun White 
struggled in the finals was 
due to the conditions of 
the actual pipe. If you were 
watching, you probably 
heard the commentators 
talking about how the 
midsection of the pipe was 
slushy. This caused riders to 
lose speed when heading 
back up the pipe for jumps. 
White had a clean qual-
ifying run, but during his 
two final runs he lost speed 
while trying to throw bigger 
tricks. In my opinion, if the 
pipe would have been in a 
cooler city, the conditions 
might have given White 
a medal. 
Next time, let's shoot for 
locations that can adequately 
provide completed housing, 
clean water and proper 
weather conditions for the 
winter games. 
Also, I find it ironic that 
the slogan for the Sochi 
Olympic games is "Hot.Cool 
Yours." W ell you are right, 
Soehl. It is definitely hot. 
ALEX EZELL is sports 
editor for the 2013-
2014 Bison. She may be 
contacted at 
aezell@harding.edu 
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See full interviews with Bisons and Lady Bisons basketball couples Hayden Johnson and Kristen Celsor 
and Lauren Harrison and Weston Jameson on thelink.harding.edu. 
Baseball opens up season with a doubleheader win 
by Mandy Valentine 
student writer 
After a delayed start to the season due to inclement weather, the base-
ball team swept the Lyon College Scots in their opening doubleheader 
Sunday, Feb. 9. In two games, the team scored four runs on nine hits. The 
Bisons won the first game 1-0, followed by a 3-2 win the second game. 
Senior pitcher Cameron Walker started the first game and pitched 
seven innings, allowing only two hits. Senior first baseman Matt Cal-
houn scored the winning run with a walk-off home run in the bottom 
of the ninth inning. Senior pitcher Bronson Smith received the win, 
pitching the final two innings. In the second game, senior pitcher Logan 
Holthaus started, followed by sophomore pitcher Colin Campbell who 
pitched the final two innings and earned the 3-2 win. 
Head coach Patrick M cGaha said he believed the offseason went 
very well, and the team worked hard to build chemistry and become 
mentally tough. He said the team is younger than last year from a hit-
ting and position perspective, but older on the mound and defensively. 
"We put the guys through a lot with our weight training program 
and our plyometrics and our conditioning,"McGaha said. "It brings you 
together as a team and it makes you tougher, and we just want our guys 
everyday to come out and compete extremely hard while representing 
the university in a positive way." 
After two series were canceled, redshirt junior Shane Kinnear said 
he thought it worked in their favor, giving them extra time to prepare 
for their first game. 
"Before our first scheduled game, we only had about two weeks 
worth of practice, so it gave us more time to get into playing shape and 
ready for the season and the grind that comes with 50 games in three 
months," Kinnear said. "The indoor facility has been extremely helpful, 
especially with how the weather has been lately. Yesterday's games were 
really our first days outside in three days or so, and it is been a blessing 
to be able to work in the indoor facility." 
Graduate assistant Kevin Ganus said he thought the team performed 
well under the circumstances for their first series and thinks they will 
continue to improve and play well this season. 
"We obviously want to have more than four runs and nine hits in 
a two game series," Ganus said. "The good news is we only had one 
strikeout in the second game, and a lot of guys made good contact, so 
good things will happen for us if we keep having good swings and put 
balls in play." 
Kinnear said the pitching and defense held up well in the first two 
games, considering the inability to practice outside. The team worked 
to clear the field of snow Saturday prior to the Lyon series Sunday. 
"Our defense looked about as good as it could for not being able 
to field a ground ball on an actual field," Kinnear said. "Our pitching 
looked great. The guys got out there to battle and gave us a great chance 
to win the games." 
Ganus said the team's depth would be an asset throughout the remainder 
of the season, after utilizing pinch runners to help score in game two. 
"We were able to put in a pinch runner and score because we had 
confidence that freshman Ross Adams could come in the game late and 
play well," Ganus said. "Having guys come off the bench and play well 
in different situations will be a strength for us throughout the season." 
A H 
Freshman guard A'ndrea Haney, No. 14, drives to the basket against a Northwestern Oklahoma State University defender during the "Pink Out" 
game on Feb. 6. Harding defeated the Rangers 73-52. Harding will play at home tomorrow night against Ouachita Baptist University at 5 p.m. 
Softball opens first spring season with two wins, one loss 
by Daniel Casella 
student writer 
The softball team began it's season Saturday, Feb. 
8 in Stephenville, Texas, against Northeastern State 
University. 
The team won two of three games at the Tar-
leton State Tournament Saturday; the team won 
6-4 against NSU and 7-5 against Tarleton State 
University. The team experienced its first loss of the 
season to Emporia State University in a 5-1 defeat 
Sunday afternoon. 
Freshman infielder and catcher Kimmy Hendricks 
said despite an early defeat, the young team has 
maintained a positive attitude. 
We know that we are young, but we will learn from 
the mistakes that we do make and will grow together 
. . ,, 
as we gam expenence. 
Graduate assistant Mollie Mitchell said the team 
did well this past weekend and is ready for the rest 
of this season. 
"I think there were a lot of positives that came 
out of it and I am really excited about the season," 
Mitchell said. "They hit the ball really well." 
The team has started off on a high note, taking 
two of their first games last weekend at the Tarleton 
State University Tournament, but to Hendricks, 
their success means more than just the effort they 
put into practice. 
"I think our key strength is faith; faith in God 
and faith in one another," Hendricks said. "We know 
that we can't accomplish our goals without God or 
each other. We are a faithful family." 
"I think one of the biggest challenges every team 
faces is pushing forward after a bad play or inning 
happens," Hendricks said. "However, this weekend 
we proved to ourselves that we could do that. We 
kept our energy high and fought till the end." 
After the team's first tournament, head coach Phil 
Berry reflected on the team's preparation moving 
forward this season. 
Both Berry and Hendricks expressed appreciation 
to the Harding community on the team's behalf 
regarding the widespread reception the program 
has received so far. 
MATI DOBSON J THE PETIT JEAN 
Junior outfielder Carolyn Clayton slides into home plate 
in a scrimmage during the fall semester. 
that our fans will be supporting us." 
"We have placed our focus on what we can control 
- energy, enthusiasm and effort," Berry said. "We 
believe that we are a very athletic and versatile team 
that has worked very hard to be fundamentally sound. 
"The support of the administration, faculty, staff, 
students and the community has been great so far," 
Berry said. "Their encouragement and questions about 
our season have been very positive. Even though we 
play on the road our first two weekends, we know 
The softball team will play a doubleheader at the 
Arkansas-Monticello Tournament starting today 
against Rockhurst University and Southwest Baptist 
University. 
Why we hate the teams we hate Track and field continues to shine 
overall in the Division II indoor mile. David Salley 
Last week during ice storm 
part five, I stumbled across a 
blogger who was explaining 
to everyone why he loved 
the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Who wants to hear someone 
explain why they love their 
team for the ten-millionth 
time? That was when it hit 
me; why not show the teams 
we hate some love for once? 
baseball friends hate you. 
Also, A-Rod still plays for 
them, and that should tell 
you all you need to know. 
Miami Heat: Are they 
the biggest bandwagon team 
of all time? It is hard to say. 
But one thing is certain: 
The Big three + "not one, 
not two, not three ... "+fans 
who can't name the players 
= the poster boys for why 
we hate the NBA. 
then again, so was 'N Sync. 
It's not so much hate as it is 
humor, at this point, when 
it comes to the Cowboys. 
From a diva quarterback who 
dated Jessica Simpson, to a 
wide receiver who cries like 
a child every time they lose, 
to an owner whose football 
intellect is equivalent to that 
of your average Madden 
gamer, the Cowboys are 
more about the sideshow 
than actual football. Their 
fans still swear the team is 
relevant, but that just makes 
it funnier for the rest of us 
when they go 8-8 and miss 
the playoffs. 
by Elizabeth Harper 
student writer 
Last weekend, 28 track and field 
athletes traveled to Birmingham, Ala., 
to compete in the Samford Multi and 
Invitational indoor meet. 
Out of 42 schools competing, Hard-
ing was one of two Division II schools 
participating, the rest being Division I. 
Three female runners received their 
best times of the season in their events. 
Freshman Rachael Price ran a 1 minute 
and 2. 72 seconds in the 400 meters, 
sophomore Tammy Kim ran a 2 minute 
and 22.01 seconds in the. 800 meters and 
sophomore Kelsey Taylor finished her 3000 
meters in 10 minutes and 28.54 seconds. 
Head coach Steve Guymon said it was 
tough competition, but the team did well. 
Guymon said the team is preparing 
for the conference meet, which will be 
held in Lubbock, Texas, on March 1-2. 
Alabama Football: Maybe 
it is jealousy that our own 
teams are not this good, 
maybe it is the underlying 
suspicion that their coach 
sold his soul to the devil or 
maybe it is their insanely 
arrogant fan base. No matter 
which it is, there is something 
about hearing a "Roll Tide" 
that will always make our 
skin crawl. 
Sophomore Jacob McDonald broke his 
own personal school record in the weight 
throw with a new mark of 48 feet, 5 .25 
inches. The Samford Invitational was his 
fifth meet in a row to set a new record. 
"Conference for track is very difficult," 
Guymon said. "We're hoping to place 
high as a team." 
So, without further adieu, 
here are the seven sports 
teams we love to hate and 
why we hate them. 
New York Yankees: LeB-
ron and company may have 
gained some ground in the 
category of "Most Widely 
Despised Sports Franchise," 
but there is only one Evil 
Empire. They spend money 
like it grows on trees, steal 
players from other teams 
and continue to be an all-
around bully in the MLB. 
Chances are, if you like the 
Yankees, the rest of your 
,. 
Duke Basketbail: There are 
a lot of reasons that we should 
like Duke: the rich tradition, 
the excellent coaching, the 
incredible fan base and the 
fact that J]. Reddick played 
there. What I am saying is, 
we all want to like Duke, 
but we just can't. 
Dallas Cowboys: Dallas 
was huge in the 1990s, but 
Soviet Union Hockey 
Team: The USSR is in a 
league of its own. I mean, 
the Miracle on Ice was 34 
years ago, and the country 
has not existed since 1991. 
We still hate them and rub 
our one and only victory in 
their faces to this day. That 
alone cements their status 
on the greatest sports villains 
list, and we have not even 
touched the whole "they are 
communists" thing. 
And last, but certainly 
not least: Whichever team 
Lane Killin coaches. 
Sophomore Corey Bassett placed third 
in the final heat of the 60-meter dash at 
6. 93 seconds, close to beating his personal 
best record at 6.89 seconds. 
Bassett said one of his goals for the 
spring season is to win conference and 
go to the NCAA Division II nationals. 
"Every time I get on the track I just 
want to better myself and set a new per-
sonal record," Bassett said. "We have three 
weeks until the conference meet to better 
ourselves. As long as we get better each 
week we will be ready for conference." 
For the women's team, junior Ewa 
Zaborowska placed fourth out of 66 com-
petitors in the indoor mile. She finished 
her mile in 4 minutes 56.25 seconds. 
Zaborowska qualified for the NCAA 
indoor championship and is ranked ninth 
This year will be the second year Hard-
ing travels to the Lone Star Conference 
indoor meet. Last year Hardings women's 
team placed fourth overall in the meet, 
while the men placed sixth. 
Guymon said his biggest goal for the 
team is not about winning but about 
growing together, creating memories and 
giving glory to God as a team. He wants 
the athletes to walk away knowing they 
did their best. 
"This last year we lost a lot of good 
seniors, so we have to pick up where they 
left off,"Taylor said. "We have a lot of 
great people, and this year I hope we do 
well overall but not get upset if we don't. 
Coach Guymon and Coach Phillips do 
a great job preparing us." 
The track and field team has one 
home outdoor invitational this season 
on March 29. 
Valentine's Day Edition 
Our Athletes' Views 
on Pop Culture 
Arielle Saunders Amber Rollins 
Basketball Softball 
Katy Preaus 
Basketball 
DeAnna Wallace 
track and Field 
Piper Huey 
Tennis 
• 
Do you believe in "three 
swings and·a ring?" 
What is your ideal first 
date? 
Flowers, chocolate or a 
stuffed animal? 
Single and ready to mingle 
or waiting for your Prince 
Charming? 
Duh, girls only 
swing for bling. 
Dinner in the cat 
and then watching 
a movie in my dorm 
lobby on his laptop. 
A stuffed animal, because 
I really want a puppy, 
and that seems lik8 the 
next best thing. 
I have never been that 
into mingling or fairy 
tales, so somewhere 
in between. 
If you could pick any celebrity Ryan Reynolds. 
to go out on Valentlne's Day The reason why is 
with, who would it be and why? pretty obvious. 
No, I do not. 
If God wants It to 
happen, he will make 
it happen with or 
Without a swing. 
Flowers, a nice dinner, 
a good movie, and 
just talking a lot and 
getting to know 
each other. 
Definitely 
chocolate. 
ff this appties to my 
current status, I 
a/readyfouno' my 
Prince Charming. 
Channing Tatum. 
Needs no 
explanation. 
Absolutely not. I've Well, since I'm Nope, I'm not 
still not engaged, never even swung a big superstitious on a Harding swing, 
I guess so. honestly. person. 
I'm pretty Dinner and I guess 
Sitting on a 
spontaneous. a concert too. 
Harding swing. On the beach. Surprise me. In Florida. 
Can I have American Not stuffed 
flag high top animals: Pillow Pets. Chocolate. 
Converse instead? 
I found my Prince I think Prince Well I won't find 
Charming five years Charming is waiting Prince Charming 
ago . . on me. by just sitting around. 
JT. Private Ryan Gosling. Justin Timberlake. 
V-day concert. Need I say more? It's Justin Timberlake. 
• 
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Searcy barber keeps clipping away GO interns 
after more than 55 years on the job prepare to 
by Grant Schol serve abroad 
head photographer 
Searcy has changed much in the past 
few decades with expansive new growth 
and booming economic opportunities, but 
"the old days" are not quite gone yet. There 
are still several places that are glimpses 
into the past. Joe's East End Barber 
Shop, with its original 1958 furniture 
and its owner, Joe Cunningham, allows 
people to step back into a different era, 
even if for just a few minutes. 
President Bruce McLarty frequented 
Joe's while a student and has continued 
to do so years later, not just as a customer 
but also as a friend. 
"He loves his customers and he loves 
talking to people," McLarty said. "He 
loves being at the center of an ongoing 
continuous narrative." 
At 81, Cunningham feels very fortu-
nate to still be able to do what he enjoys 
and is thankful for the many years of 
memories it has brought him. 
"I've made a lot of friends and rela -
tionships cutting hair," Cunningham 
said. "I've been cutting some people's 
hair for 55 years now. I love cutting hair, 
I just love it. It's creative." 
Cunningham, 81, has been in busi-
ness as a barber serving Searcy for 55 
years. Though he opened his business 
in 1958, shortly after moving to Searcy, 
Cunningham has actually been cut-
ting hair since he was 14. As a young 
teenager, he learned to cut hair at his 
father's barbershop in Heavener, Okla., 
and would give free haircuts to children 
who could not afford them as practice. 
GRANT SCHOL I THE BISON 
Joe Cunningham, owner of Joe's East End Barber Shop in Searcy, gives Dr. Bruce McLarty 
a trim on Wednesday afternoon. Cunningham, 81, has been cutting hair since he was 14. 
Located on 1519 E. Race St., East End 
Joe's Barber Shop has only moved one 
time since it opened, across the street 
to a larger space. 
Only working on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Cunningham opens the 
shop at 6:30 a.m. and will often not have 
a break until lunch. He turned control 
of the shop over to his granddaughter, 
Marla Rutherford, who now works there 
full time. 
"I love Harding kids, and I have always 
said that they are great," Cunningham 
said. "I have cut hair for many Hard-
ing students and many of those from 
the time they were in school to now. 
Harding really supported me. I was in 
the hospital in 1992 and they visited me 
and sang to me. It was really special." 
Some of the contacts he made while his 
customers were students have translated 
into long-term relationships. 
Shortly after moving back to Searcy 
in 1991, McLarty asked his secretary at 
College Church of Christ where her hus-
band got h,is hair cut. She recommended 
Joe's East End Barbershop, and 22 years 
later McLarty is still a customer. 
"East End Joe's is still the same barber 
culture I remember while growing up," 
McLarty said. "The barber is the hub 
of a community." 
Alumna fashion blogger dazzles followers 
by Tabor Hammond She said that after about a year, in The Sweetest Thing. H&M definitely thought it was a joke 
student writer viewers stumbled on her post- was one of the first corporate and not real at first." 
ings and began commenting. companies who wanted to Gemma said she believes 
Harding alumna Emily Fans asked questions about work with Gemma. i t i s important for her to 
Gemma has gained over 33,000 how she did her hair or what "I never intended to have stay true to herself and stay 
followers on lnstagram, almost mascara she was using. Due to a blog," Gemma said. "Then as budget-friendly to her 
4,000 page likes on Facebook the massive response, Gemma companies just started paying readers. The Sweetest Thing 
and over 1,000 followers on said she began creating video me to do their advertising for is somewhat time consuming. 
Twitter due to her style blog, tutorials and other posts to them and paying me to mention She said she updates her blog 
The Sweetest Thing. answer the questions of her them in my posts." five days a week. She does her 
After graduating with her newfound fan base. Gemma said she believes best to shoot multiple looks 
MBA and a degree in marketing Aside from her regular public relations companies that at one time so that she has 
and professional sales, Gemma readers, small businesses, such handle PR for larger businesses material ready to post peri-
moved away from her family as boutiques, began contacting invested in her because of her odically throughout the week. 
to be with her fiance, John, Gemma. large following on lnstagram. She said she hopes her blog 
who was in medical school. "They would ask if they "When I got the first 'big' continues to grow, and she is 
She said she decided to start could send me a box of clothes email, I kind of thought it excited to find out where her 
a personal blog to keep her and if I could wear them in was a prank," Gemma said. "I future in it lies. 
family and friends updated my blog and review them; " screenshot the email and sent Gemma can also be found 
on how the couple was doing. Gemma said. it in a group message to my as a feature in the Dec. 2013 
In the beginning, she said she After a few months, a larger mom and sister, asking them - Jan. 2014 issue of People 
updated it up to twice a week. scale of companies took interest if they thought it was real. I Style Watch. 
Harding Press fore man passionate about printing 
by Holly Bohnett 
asst. web editor 
Throughout a professional lifetime, 
a person might change jobs or move 
to different cities, feeling uncertain 
about what they really want to do with 
their career. That was not the case for 
Rodger Gilliam, who has known what 
he likes to do since his first day on the 
job at Harding Press on Sept. 8, 1968. 
He has worked there for 46 years and 
is currently their shop foreman. 
l II • rythl g bout It. 
l Ju1t nJoy prlntt g, It' 
Ilk m Ing 1omethlng fro 
nothing. 
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Gilliam has lived in Searcy his en-
tire life. When he was 15 years old, he 
offered to pay for a motorcycle if his 
father would allow him to get one. After 
his father agreed, Gilliam used his new 
motorcycle to deliver newspapers for the 
Daily Citizen for a year until he started 
working with their Addressograph, an 
address labeling system. During the 
time spent working at the Daily Citi-
zen, Gilliam says he connected with a 
.. 
few older individuals who ran the press 
and became interested in the printing 
process. It was then, during his junior 
year at Searcy High School, that Gilliam 
began working at Harding Press . 
Throughout his time working at 
Harding Press, Gilliam says he has been 
fascinated by the printing process and 
truly loves his job. 
"I like everything about it. I just enjoy 
printing," Gilliam said. "It's like making 
something from nothing." 
Gilliam is second-in-command to 
manager Danny Wood, but he started 
out as an intern, doing odd jobs and 
observing the more experienced employ-
ees. He eventually began to print on his 
own. At that time, Harding Press used 
letterpress printing, but it later switched 
to offset printing, so Gilliam has worked 
with both printing methods. 
Then, in 199 5, Harding Press obtained 
computers and began the transition from 
offset printing to computer printing. 
Although Gilliam was most accustomed 
to life before the digital age, he says he 
was willing to learn about computers 
along with his coworkers . 
"I couldn't turn a computer on then," 
Gilliam said. "I was looking for an off 
and on button. I told the manager, 'I 
need to learn this.' And good thing I did, 
because everything went to computers." 
Gilli~m works in the same room as 
graphic designer Peggy Kemp, who has 
worked at Harding Press for a total of 
. 10.years. Keq:ip sa\d she first met Gil-
lia'rn whil.e she was· a student working 
for the Bison·newspaper. At that time, 
Harding Press printed the Bison, and 
! ·t • . ~c 
·the two spent time corresponding and 
working together. Kemp says she admired 
Gilliam's willingness to transition to 
computer printing. 
"When the pr~ss changed to a com-
puter to plate process, he was willing to 
learn the new process and worked hard 
to become an expert at it," Kemp said. 
"He has also been very willing to teach 
me the process." 
Kemp says the two work well together, 
and that Gilliam has been able to teach 
her things about printing because of his 
many years of experience in the field. 
"Rodger is a hard worker and always 
willing to do whatever needs to be done, 
such as. helping a pressman, working in 
the bindery, running jobs in the copy 
center, pricing jobs and supplying quotes 
to customers, as well as his own job and 
sometimes part of mine," Kemp said. 
"We work well together as part of the 
team of employees that make up the 
staff of Harding Press." 
by Kelsey Pierce 
student writer 
Global Outreach gives students the 
opportunity to travel every summer 
on mission trips and internships. 
Senior Cina Catteau got involved 
in Global Outreach last fall when 
she started thinking about going on 
a missions internship. Catteau said 
Global Outreach guided the students 
the whole way as they raised funds, 
formed teams and prepared for a very 
different cultural experience. 
Catteau said the students had re-
treats where they formed their teams, 
chose their destinations, engaged in 
team building exercises and spent 
a weekend at HUT preparing for 
a new cultural experience. Catteau 
said she would have never had the 
experience she had last summer in 
India without the Global Outreach 
program organizing the trip. 
"It's so great for students consider-
ing missions to have people who have 
done this before and are committed 
to helping you at every step of the 
process,"Catteau said. "The internship 
really gave me insight into long-term 
mission work and has made it seem 
like something much more real and 
doable. I hope that the people in India 
were blessed by our presence there, 
and I was definitely blessed by it." 
Junior Cierra Boehmler said the 
teams do a lot during the semester to 
prepare for the mission trips. They have 
meetings to discuss fundraising, safety 
while traveling and what to expect 
on their trips. Boehmler is going on 
her first internship this summer to 
Mtwara, Tanzania. The teams have 
already had a retreat this semester. 
They went over trip details and their 
results from a personality profile test 
each intern took earlier in the month 
called DISC, which determined each 
person's personality type, strengths and 
weaknesses, Boehmler said. 
It's so great for students 
considering missions to 
have people who have 
done this before and are 
committed to helping you at 
every step of the process. 
-Cina Catteau, 
senior 
"We discussed in our teams what 
each of our profile's results were and 
how we could work together and 
work through differences based on 
how we naturally respond to different 
situations," Boehmler said. "I think 
doing that was really beneficial and 
will help each team in the long run." 
Boehmler said students should get 
involved with Global Outreach because 
it is an opportunity to experience the 
day-to-day life of a missionary. She 
said everyone should be available to 
reach out to people who have not 
heard about the gospel, whether it is 
domestic or international. 
"Everyone has a place in God's 
mission," Boehmler said. "We as 
college students are at a place in our 
live!> where we are trying to figure 
out who we are, what we want to do 
with our lives and who we want to 
become. I feel like getting involved 
in Global Outreach is a great place 
to start in finding what our place in 
(God's) mission looks like." 
Students can go to the Global 
Missions Office in the Mdnteer to 
learn more about how to get involved 
in Global Outreach and summer 
internships. , 
"If you want to do missions, but it 
seems like some impossible task, one 
of these trips is a great place to start," 
Catteau said. "Whether a short-term 
trip or an internship, I think it's a great 
idea for anyone to have the experience 
of serving God in a different culture." 
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Small Campus, 
Big Style 
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Date style: casual 
for Valentine's 
• • • 
Today is the day we have been talking about for 
weeks. We have been trying to decide whether or 
not to send flowers to our crushes, which brand of 
chocolate is the best, where to go on our dates and, 
most importantly, what to wear on those dates. This 
is where I come in. 
Because this is my first fashion column, I feel the 
need to give you a quick disclaimer. I am not the boss 
here. I cannot tell you exactly what to wear or how to 
wear it, and I cannot force you to dress in a way that 
you don't want. However, I can give you my opinions 
on what I believe are fashion rights and wrongs and 
fervently pray that you take my advice. I can tell you 
it is long past time for the chevron pattern to go, and 
there is rarely an occasion you should wear Croes in 
public. It is up to you whether you listen. 
1oday, rouple!> all over the world and all over !hr~ catnpus are pairing off lo celebrate the one day a y1:~ar <iel asldt) 
speclflcally for love: Ve1lenti11e's D<1y. for 24 hours (or longer. for tho5E' too lazy lo lake down decoraflom) riw world i\ 
painted pink and red. Flowers are left ln !he dorrn lobbies to surprise significant other~. and bitter singles complain of 
how It I!. all overrated whlle secretly wishing they were celeP.rat1ng too. While it ls a day full of love, Valentine's Day is 
abo a day full of awkward smile> and fake oxc11ernen1 as couple~ llvmywhere give each other lernble gifts. While l am 
no expert, 1 do know a thing or two about tho art of gifting. Here I hc1ve compiled a li:.t of !lie top five worst gifts !q give 
your Valentine. 
When it comes to Valentine's Day, choosing an 
outfit for a date can be more nerve-wracking than the 
date itself. One of the biggest issues when choosing 
an outfit is the fact that we are located in Searcy, Ark. 
While I understand that there is a certain appeal to 
living in a small town, it does limit the options of 
what is considered appropriate to wear out at night. 
When we look to the movies to see what the actors 
are wearing on dates, most of their outfits consist of 
the same things: high heels, a fancy dress, sparkling 
earrings and perfectly done hair. As fun as that sounds, 
I can only imagine the double- takes and judgmental 
stares we would receive if we were to wear such an 
outfit to Pasta Grill. 
So now this question remains: What are we supposed 
to wear? My advice for you is to be brave, but play it 
cool. For this night, wear one exciting piece that gives 
you confidence, and match it with a simple piece that 
will not overwhelm everyone who sees you. 
Wear a pair of brightly-colored or crazy-printed 
pants. I truly enjoy being cliche on many occasions, 
so wear bright red jeans if you are feeling very festive. 
Match your pants with a simple white or off-white 
button-up shirt to create a very refined look and to 
leave all of the attention on your awesome pants. Not 
a fan of printed pants? Reverse the formula. Wear a 
dark shade of denim pants and a patterned tunic or 
a brightly colored jacket. Finish off your outfit with 
an awesome pair of shoes. Feeling brave? Wear some 
studded boots. Want to dress up the outfit? You can-
not go wrong with some sparkling loafers or a pair of 
solid-colored wedge boots. 
Don't let the stress of whether or not your date will 
like your outfit ruin the excitement, because chances 
are he is going tO think you look great in whatever 
you are wearing. 
Whether your excu.se ls that you wanfed them 
to choose 1helr own gift or lh.11 you warded to 
give them something you know they could use, 
this gift I$ just disappointing. Nothing says "I 
. didn't feel like picking out something personal" 
like a gift card, especially one lo the local 
Supercenter. If you really want lo give a gift 
card. get one from their favorite clothing or 
music store or from their favorite restaurant. Do 
not be pract!cal. Do not gift a Wal-Mart gift card. 
In certain situation;, a Bath & Body Works gifl 
set can be a great present. If they have a 
favorite scent Iha! you Jmow they lovr!, ii can bH 
sweet and personal to Jet them know you were 
thinking of what they liKecl. However. many men 
think all scents are the same and make the 
grave mistake of giving the Chrls!rna~ set that 
wa~ leftover from their morn's office Christmas 
party. Do not be that person. Do not re-gift your 
mom'~ Winter Cranberry hand-lotion leftovers. 
This one ls for all you guy!:> out there who think 
you are sly when you try and slip In, the woman 
Jokes. Are you lrying to drop a hlnt to your 
girlfriend about your potential future togethm? 
This Is not the right way lo do if. This Is a good 
way to tell your girlfriend that either you do not 
think she ls a clean per~on or that you just 
cannot wail for her to be your personal hou~e­
keeper. You are not giving your girlfriend a. 
practtcal gifi t<!kive her good tips; You are 
giving her an excuse lo be angry at you for the 
rest of the night., Do not be that jokester. Do not 
gift.a Good Housekeeping subscriptlqn. 
Winter Olympics roundup 
A look at the scandals, sporting events and 
athletes that have rocked Sochi so far 
by Colbie Phillips 
student writer 
Every time the Olympic Games are held, 
history is made. 
This year is no different; in addition to 
athletic history in the making, Russia is 
hosting their very first Olympics since the 
breakup of the USSR. 
In the 2014 Sochi Olympic Games, 
Russia has shown their unique innovation 
through many areas of the Olympics. This 
year's opening ceremony included more 
technology than any other opening cere-
mony in the past. 
Russia's technological advancements 
contributed to a special and moving Parade 
of Nations. A projection in the stadium 
created an image of Earth flying through 
space, showcasing the countries that were 
being represented in the games. For the first 
time in history, it appeared as if the athletes 
were walking onto the stage from the heart 
of their country. 
Stacy St. Clair, a Chicago Tribune re-
porter, tweeted, "My hotel has no water. If 
restored, the front desk says, 'do not use on 
your face, because it contains something 
very dangerous."' 
USA bobsledder Johnny Quinn was forced 
to break down the door to his bathroom 
after it jammed shut when he was inside 
without his phone. 
With most of the world obsessing about 
the poor living conditions of Sochi, people 
forget that the Olympics are a rare, majestic 
and awe-inspiring major sporting event. 
With dozens of events taking place at the 
Olympics, it can be hard to decide which 
events to watch. 
Here's a list of some fun events to watch 
during the Sochi Olympics: 
Women's slalom, or alpine skiing, is put-
ting a lot of focus on Mikaela Shiffrin. The 
18-year-old holds both the world champion 
and the World Cup titles. 
Speed skating is a thrilling and fast event, 
where skaters reach speeds up to 35 miles 
per hour. With Apolo Ohno retired, Shani 
Davis is the new face to watch. 
The bobsled is similar to the luge but 
holds either two or four athletes. 
In light of the recent controversy sunoundlng the 
popular A&E show "Duck Dyna5fy.u many people 
<He purchasing T-shlrl5. coffee mugs and other 
ltems to show their support of Phil Robertson and 
his clan. There are appropriate times and way~ lo 
show support, but Valentine's Day is not tho tlrne 
and a Chia pet is ab5olutely not the w<1y. This 
grass-bearded clay sculpture was surely created 
as a joke, but ii is much creepier than it Is funny, 
'Duck Dynasty'' parapheinalia Is a 1errible way to 
show your significant other where you stand with 
feelings about the controver~y and with feelings 
c)bout your relationship Do not be that gie·hard 
~uppoder Do not gift a Wiiiie Chia pet. 
e back's 
Corning In at firsl place for wor;t Valenhne's Day 
gift is none other than Nickelback. If you find 
yot11self standing in front of the ''N" s.eclion of the 
CDs, digging for Nickelback, you have taken a very 
wrong turn sornewhere. And I do not mean In lhe 
store; I mean in your life. The only lime this would 
ever be acceptable is if yo1) are mad at your 
significant other, In which case f might say that 
you are about to buy the perfect gift. Have you 
found yourself looking for the Nickelback CDs'? 
Slowly bc:.ck away, furn around and leave the store 
You are about to make a huge rnlilake that could 
leave yol1 slt11ng alone In your car, fo1ced to listen 
to the CD by yourself. Do not be that music fan. 
Do not gift Nickelback's Greatest Hits. 
...----.-... 
Story by Shelby Daniel Graphic by Jewelya Williams 
ftJI 
Zite: Zite is great for those who enjoy [ 1 tir t } 
longform reading. Zite gives you a short 
interest inventory upon downloading, then 
curates an infinite list of articles that pertain to 
your interests. It is a great way to read about 
things you love in your spare time. 
Slayin' : Despite its unfortunately morbid and l , ~u] 
violent nomenclature, Slayin' is a light-hearted 
adventure game. It's designed to look and play 
like vintage video games, so it carries a certain 
weight of nostalgia during game-play. Slayin' is a 
nice break from games with side-scrolling birds, 
so give it a shot. 
Tiny Scan: Tiny Scan uses your iPhone's 1 t<t t J 
camera to turn photos into PDF documents. 
It is great for comparing and sharing hand-
written notes from class. It's a life saver when 
you get the dreaded "Can you bring me your 
notes" text. Now you can just take a photo and 
send them a PDF. Thank you, Tiny Scan. 
Paper: Within our current design-obsessed f~ n l j 
technology realm, Facebook has quietly 
released Paper, a new way to look at Facebook. 
Like Zite, it takes a short inventory of your 
interests and then caters your Facebook timeline 
to suit those, all while sitting in an ultra-modern 
and minimalist interface. Paper helps you get rid 
of Facebook clutter that nobody needs. 
While Russia put their best foot for-
ward in the opening ceremony, many of 
the athletes and journalists have reported 
poor living conditions in their hotels. This 
has caused a widespread hashtag called 
#SochiProblems, which appears not only 
on Twitter but is also making its way onto 
Facebook and Instagram. 
For full schedules and more information 
about the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics 
you can visitwww.sochi2014.com or watch 
them on NBC. Story by Reid Belew 
